
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Public Schools
September 2021 - School Opening

Frequently Asked Questions Original: 8-27-21

Updated in red:  8-30-21

Questions Specific to the School

● Will the Daily Symptom Checklist be coming back?
The Daily Symptom Screening form will be replaced by a Monthly Screening form.

● Will the barriers remain on student desks/tables?
Barriers will be available when needed e.g. during snacks, as an accommodation for
individual students.

● Is the school providing locks for middle school lockers?
Terrill Middle School’s book lockers were replaced in 2019 and came with locks.
TMS students in grades 6-8 will be provided with these locks and do not need to purchase
their own.

Park Middle School students need to provide their own locks.
● Any student unable to purchase their own lock should reach out to their building

principal for assistance.

● What accommodations will be made for children with chronic respiratory
conditions, such as asthma or previous history of RSV, to ensure their safety, as they
are at higher risk of complications from COVID?
Medical documentation must be provided to support the creation of a 504 plan for
accommodations such as preferential seating, air purifiers, and access to class changes
when halls are not crowded.

● Will there be masked rooms and unmasked rooms similar to the policies with
allergies?
Per Governor Murphy’s mandate given on August 6, masking is required inside all school
district buildings for the vaccinated and unvaccinated.
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● How will they be sitting at lunch in elementary, middle, and high school?
Lunch at each elementary and middle school varies based on school layout and will be
communicated by building principals.

High School:
There is seating available for all students in the areas listed below:

● Cafeteria
● MPR (reserved for Freshmen only)*
● 2nd Floor Media Center
● 2nd Floor Walk-Way
● Auxiliary Gymnasium

While 9th graders can eat lunch in any location, we are reserving the MPR for only 9th
graders.

We are temporarily opening two additional areas where students can eat lunch:
● Main Gymnasium Bleachers
● Courtyard (Weather Permitting) - This area is accessed through the 170’s section

of the building. While there are no seats at this time, students can bring picnic
blankets. Picnic tables are on order.

Additional Information:
Masks can be removed while eating lunch but must be placed back on immediately
following the food and drink consumption.

● How will you address the issue of heat for the start of the school year for classrooms
that do not have air conditioning?
Classes can cycle through cooling spaces and take mask breaks. As it did last year, the
District will work with the Township Health Department to determine mask exceptions
due to excessive heat.

● Will masks be mandatory for staff and students?
Per Governor Murphy’s mandate given on August 6, masking is required inside all school
district buildings for the vaccinated and unvaccinated.

● What will lunch look like in the cold/rainy weather?
Lunch will be indoors utilizing all spaces available in order to maximize social
distancing. This will be different in each building as all building layouts differ.
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● Parent-Teacher Conferences and Back to School Night- will they be virtual or
in-person?
Last year’s virtual parent-teacher conferences and Back to School Nights received
positive feedback. We’ll continue to hold these meetings virtually for the 2021-22 school
year.

● With the unpredictability of the variants, is there a middle ground between the two
plans rather than dropping so many layers of protection?
The main mitigation practices are masking, social distancing, hand washing, and air
quality monitoring. When the COVID activity level improves to the low or moderate
level it is highly likely that the requirement for universal masking will be lifted.

Questions Specific to Transportation

● Will bussing be back to normal? What safety measures?
Transportation will resume with universal masking, assigned seats, social distancing, and

open windows.

Questions related to Vaccinations and Quarantining
Per the CDC, close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of someone with suspected or
known COVID-19 for 15 or more minutes during a 24-hour period. In certain situations,
it may be difficult to determine whether individuals have met this criterion and an entire
cohort, classroom, or other group may need to be considered exposed.

Exception per the Road Forward: In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact
definition excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student
(laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) where both the infected student
and the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire
time. This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor
classroom setting.

● What will be the protocols for students quarantining and those that are positive for
COVID?

COVID-19 Positive Individual:

Regardless of COVID-19 Activity Level, individuals that test positive for COVID-19
must isolate for a full 10 days from either the onset of symptoms or the day of the
positive test. They may return on day 11 as long as they have been fever free without the
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use of fever-reducing medication for at least the last 24 hours and symptoms have greatly
improved.

Quarantine Procedures:

If unvaccinated and identified as a close contact, during periods of Low (green) or

Moderate (yellow) COVID-19 Activity, there are two options.

● Without testing the individual must quarantine for 10 days and may return on day

11, as long as they remain asymptomatic.

● Testing option- Individual will quarantine for 7 days. A negative test result

collected 5-7 days after exposure will allow the individual to return to school on

day 8,  as long as they remain asymptomatic.

During High (orange) Levels of COVID-19 Activity, the quarantine is 14 days for
unvaccinated individuals who are identified as close contacts.  Testing options do not
apply

Vaccinated individuals exposed to COVID, do not need to quarantine. They should:

● Carefully monitor themselves for a full 14 days.

● Immediately get tested and isolate until their results are available, if any

symptoms occur.

● Get tested 3-5 days after exposure, even if they remain asymptomatic. (This is

strongly recommended) Quarantine is not necessary while awaiting these results if

no symptoms are present.

COVID-19 Weekly CALI and Variant Surveillance Report

● What is the process when Illness Occurs in the School Setting?
Children and staff with COVID-19 symptoms should be separated away from others until
they can be sent home. These staff members and students (or a parent/guardian when
appropriate) will be asked whether they have had potential exposure to COVID-19 within
the previous 14 days meeting the definition of a close contact.

● The guidance from the DOH and DOE in The Road Forward recommends that
Individuals should be sent home and referred to a healthcare provider. Persons with
COVID-19 compatible symptoms should undergo COVID-19 testing.
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○ If community transmission is low, ill individuals without potential exposure to
COVID-19 should follow the NJDOH School Exclusion List to determine when
they may return to school. No public health notification is needed UNLESS there
is an unusual increase in the number of persons who are ill (over normal levels),
which might indicate an outbreak.

○ If ill students have potential COVID-19 exposure OR if community transmission
is moderate or high, they should continue to be excluded according to the
COVID-19 Exclusion Criteria.

○ Schools with testing capacity should test ill students and staff, consistent with any
federal and state requirements, including requirements regarding parental consent.

○ Ill individuals who test positive should be reported to the LHD and contact tracing
should begin.

○ Ill individuals that test negative should be referred to a healthcare provider, who
may consider additional COVID-19 testing.

○ LEAs should notify LHDs when students or staff:
■ Are ill and have potential COVID-19 exposure;
■ When they see an increase in the number of persons with COVID-19

compatible symptoms.
■ Test positive for COVID-19 (when in-school testing is performed).

○ LEAs should be prepared to provide the following information when consulting
with the LHD:

■ Contact information for the ill persons;
■ The date the ill person developed symptoms, tested positive for

COVID-19 (if known), and was last in the building;
■ Types of interactions (close contacts, length of contact) the person may

have had with other persons in the building or in other locations;
■ Names, addresses, and telephone numbers for ill person’s close contacts in

the school;
■ Vaccination status if known
■ Any other information to assist with the determination of next steps.
■ LEAs are encouraged to report weekly student and staff case counts to

NJDOH through the Surveillance for Influenza and COVID-19 (SIC)
Module in CDRSS. (Updated August 2021)

■ Registration and training on the data elements to report, timelines, and
instructions on using the surveillance module can be found at
https://cdrs.doh.state.nj.us/cdrss/common/cdrssTrainingNotes Regardless
of vaccination status, if a student or staff experiences COVID-compatible
symptoms, they should isolate themselves from others, be clinically
evaluated for COVID-19, and tested for SARS-CoV-2.
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● Will unvaccinated teachers be allowed to teach without a mask?
Per Governor Murphy’s mandate given on August 6, masking is required inside all school
district buildings for the vaccinated and unvaccinated.

● Will vaccination cards be on file or will it be an honor system?
District employees that have been vaccinated have to share their vaccination cards with
HR.

● Many are curious about what objective health metrics will drive the decision
between plan A and plan B. Just positivity rate or another factor?
The metrics for Plan A or Plan B will be based on transmission rate, school doctor's
advice, the Department of Health, NJDOE, and CDC guidelines. Additionally, the
district reviews the State’s Covid Activity Level Report in our region to make decisions
regarding mitigation strategies.  For example, we are currently in the High Level of
Activity which recommends 14 days of quarantine when unvaccinated students are close
contacts.

● Are you requiring vaccines for faculty and staff?
Per Governor Murphy’s announcement on August 23, all preschool-12 grade school
personnel are required to complete a full vaccination course or undergo regular testing at
a minimum of once to twice each week.

● What if the teacher is forced to quarantine, can he or she instruct the class virtually
to the physical room?
The district will consider this on a case by case basis.

● Are you requiring vaccines for fall students 12 and over?
Not at this time. However, be advised that being vaccinated will help prevent your child
from having to quarantine in the event they are deemed a close contact.  Per guidelines,
for a vaccinated student exposed to COVID, they can attend school but must be
monitored for a full 14 days.  Students will continue to attend school as long as they
remain asymptomatic.  The CDC states, “On-time vaccination helps provide immunity
before children are exposed to potentially life-threatening diseases. Vaccines are safe and
effective.”  The American Academy of Pediatrics’ recommendations also support the
vaccine for students 12 and over.

● Have you considered random student testing or providing at-home test kits that are
FDA approved?
Not at this time; however, for students under 12, who aren't yet eligible to be vaccinated,
the district may consider random selection testing.
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Sports and Clubs

● Will rules regarding sports go back to normal?
NJSIAA member schools have been directed to use their discretion to institute any
mitigation measures or other protocols they feel appropriate. Previously issued
guidelines and protocols can still be found on the NJSIAA website under Health &
Safety – COVID-19 resources for your reference.  Recommendations per state and
federal authorities, especially those surrounding indoor and outdoor activities, are very
fluid and could change at any point during the upcoming season.

● Will there be any restrictions on in-person club meetings?
We are currently planning for all club meetings to be in person.  The district is committed
to making all activities available to students while implementing the mitigation strategies
of masking, social distancing, choosing areas that are well ventilated, and handwashing.

Girls Scouts/Boy Scouts and PTA events will need approval and training in mitigation
strategies before using school facilities.

Quarantined Learning

● Will the instructors have their own set of plans per grade level or will the individual
teacher need to provide work for quarantined students?
In order to facilitate a seamless transition back to the classroom following a quarantine,
the district will use Google Classroom and other communication strategies to provide for
continuity of learning while students are at home.

In grades P-4, virtual teachers will be assigned to support student access to materials and
to ensure student engagement in and completion of activities and assignments determined
by their regular classroom teachers. The virtual teacher will serve as a liaison between the
student and his/her classroom teacher.

In grades 5-8, remote learning monitors will be assigned to support student access to
materials and to ensure student engagement in and completion of activities and
assignments determined by their classroom teachers. Learning monitors will ensure that
students are able to access daily assignments and resources and are able to complete
them.
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In Grades 9-12, students quarantined by the district will complete work and
synchronously listen to scheduled class audio as needed and as directed to do so by their
teachers. Each high school department will identify teachers to provide synchronous
small group or individual support as needed throughout the quarantine period.

Additional Questions

● What will communication look like with staff, students, parents, and the community
as pandemic conditions continue to develop and change?

District Level
Maintaining transparency and with a continued focus on clear consistent and concise
communication, monthly newsletters from the Superintendent will be sent district-wide.
Additionally, the district Facebook, Twitter handle and spfk12.org homepage are all kept
up to date with district news.  The district will continue the COVID dashboard, showing
the number of COVID positive cases in the district and the related Quarantine numbers.

School Level
Principals will communicate regarding specific positive cases and quarantine numbers in
their building.

Minorities have been disproportionately affected by this virus. Many children of
color were the last to return to in-person classes, in part due to parents' concerns
about transmission. What measures are being built into this plan to protect the
health of children of color and ensure an equitable learning experience?
The National Center for Education Statistics reports that in March 2021 an examination
of 4th grade enrollment demonstrated that 58% of white students attending schools were
enrolled in-person instruction, while only 36% of Black students, 35% of Latinx students,
and 18% of Asian students in schools serving fourth graders were enrolled in fulltime
in-person instruction.

Overall, in SPF, 85% of white students were enrolled in in-person instruction, while 72%
of Latinx students, 62% of Black students, and 62% of Asian students were. Analysis of
data from various benchmark assessments, including the Measures of Academic Progress
(MAP), and results of this year’s NJ Start Strong Assessment have provided and will
continue to inform the design of learning supports for all students as this year gets
underway.
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The district also recognizes that Black families face a much higher risk of contracting
COVID-19 and as such we will continue to follow the most rigorous combination of
mitigation strategies to ensure the health and safety of all of our students, especially our
students and staff of color.

● Will students go on field trips?
Yes, provided that the COVID-19 mitigation strategies in place at the destination align
with those of the district at the time of the trip.

● Can children sit in groups?
Students may sit in groups within physical distancing and masking guidelines.
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